Outdoor Classroom Ecology 

For the next month or so, you will be spending some time in the outdoor classroom, studying ecology.  The concepts you learn in the classroom should be transferred to the outdoors so that you see and try to better understand the creative power of our awesome God.  Every time you get outside you are to do the following:

1. Record the date and time you head out.

2. List the purpose of the day’s activity.

3. Record you observations and events that occurred.

4. Respect nature, after all it is the Lord’s.  Minimum impact should be your mo.

5. Return quickly when Mr. Kren calls for you to be back.

6. Record the time of your return.

When we finish our Ecology study, you are to turn in your journal and a report of your times outside in a nicely presented format.  There will be two main projects going on as we spend time outside doing other things, these are:

1. Select a tree.  Describe it.  Identify it.  Observe it for a period of three weeks or until its leaves have turned brown or are all fallen.  Every third or fourth day, make a sketch or take a picture of the tree to show its fall color transformation.  Try and be consistent with the time you observe the tree.  I must know the tree you choose so be specific as to its kind and location.

2. Select an area outside you would like to call your home base.  By the end the unit:

a. I want to know how to get there (distances like paces, steps, or feet); I want a general description including all biotic (different populations) and abiotic factors. 

b. I want you to have at least three different tree species identified with a leaf included for each.

c. I would like you to have a rough sketch or drawing of your area.  There is plenty of space out there so only two to a group.
I must demand respect and safety at all times.  DO not ever wander away from the outdoor classroom!  Never go anywhere alone!  Stay on the path until you reach your area.  Do not unnecessarily disturb nature or living things including trees and fungi.  Make your time in the outdoor classroom a time to remember and cherish.  Biology Family Rules!

Today, September 14, 2006, we want to do the following:

1. Head outside for an orientation.

2. Look around for a home base area.

3. Look around at all the trees so you are ready to select one.

4. Find any living organism and
a. Observe it documenting any observations you make like color, movement, size, location, amount of sun etc…

b. Look specifically for three examples of how the organism you chose interacts with both the living and non-living parts of its environment.

c. In the area you observed document all biotic and abiotic factors.

